
 
FAIR INFORMATION PRACTICES ACT 

STATEMENT OF RIGHTS 
 

THE PITTSFIELD HOUSING AUTHORITY COLLECTS INFORMATION ABOUT APPLICANTS AND TENANTS FOR 
ITS HOUSING PROGRAMS AS REQUIRED BY LAW IN ORDER TO DETERMINE ELIGIBILITY, AMOUNT OF 
RENT, AND CORRECT APARTMENT SIZE.  THE INFORMATION COLLECTED IS USED TO MANAGE THE 
HOUSING PROGRAMS, TO PROTECT THE PUBLIC’S FINANCIAL INTEREST AND TO VERIFY THE ACCURACY 
OF INFORMATION SUBMITTED.  WHEN PERMITTED BY LAW, IT MAY BE RELEASED TO GOVERNMENT 
AGENCIES, OTHER HOUSING AUTHORITIES, AND TO CIVIL OR CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS AND 
PROSECUTORS.  OTHERWISE, THE INFORMATION WILL BE KEPT CONFIDENTIAL AND ONLY USED BY 
HOUSING AUTHORITY STAFF IN THE COURSE OF THEIR DUTIES. 
 
THE FAIR INFORMATION PRACTICES ACT ESTABLISHED REQUIREMENTS GOVERNING HOUSING 
AUTHORITIES’ USE AND DISCLOSURE OF THE INFORMATION IT COLLECTS.  APPLICANTS AND TENANTS 
MAY GIVE OR WITHHOLD THEIR PERMISSION WHEN REQUESTED BY HOUSING AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION, HOWEVER, FAILURE TO PERMIT THE HOUSING AUTHORITY TO OBTAIN THE REQUIRED 
INFORMATION MAY RESULT IN DELAY, INELIGIBILITY FOR PROGRAMS, OR TERMINATION OF TENANCY 
OR HOUSING SUBSIDY.  THE PROVISION OF FALSE OR INCOMPLETE INFORMATION IS A CRIMINAL 
OFFENSE PUNISHABLE BY FINES AND/OR IMPRISONMENT. 
 
AS AN APPLICANT OR TENANT, YOU HAVE THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS IN REGARD TO THE INFORMATION 
COLLECTED ABOUT YOU: 
 
 1. NO INFORMATION MAY BE USED FOR ANY PURPOSE OTHER   
  THAN THOSE DESCRIBED ABOVE WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT. 
 

2. NO INFORMATION MAY BE DISCLOSED TO ANY PERSON OTHER THAN THOSE DESCRIBED 
ABOVE WITHOUT YOUR CONSENT.  IF WE RECEIVE A LEGAL ORDER TO RELEASE THE 
INFORMATION, WE WILL NOTIFY YOU. 

 
3. YOU OR YOUR AUTHORIZED REPRESENTATIVE HAVE A RIGHT TO INSPECT AND COPY ANY 

INFORMATION COLLECTED ABOUT YOU. 
 
4. YOU MAY ASK QUESTIONS AND RECEIVE ANSWERS FROM THE HOUSING AUTHORITY 

ABOUT HOW WE COLLECT AND USE YOUR INFORMATION. 
 
5. YOU MAY OBJECT TO THE COLLECTION, MAINTENANCE, DISSEMINATION, USE, ACCURACY, 

COMPLETENESS OR TYPE OF INFORMATION WE HOLD ABOUT YOU.  IF YOU OBJECT, WE 
WILL INVESTIGATE YOUR OBJECTION AND WILL EITHER CORRECT THE PROBLEM OR MAKE 
YOUR OBJECTION PART OF THE FILE.  IF YOU ARE DISSATISFIED, YOU MAY APPEAL TO THE 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR WHO WILL NOTIFY YOU IN WRITING OF THE DECISION AND OF 
YOUR RIGHT TO APPEAL TO THE EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF COMMUNITIES AND 
DEVELOPMENT. 

 
I HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THIS FAIR INFORMATION PRACTICES STATEMENT OF RIGHTS AND HAVE 
RECEIVED A COPY FOR FUTURE REFERENCE. 
 
 
 
__________________   _______________________________________________________ 
           DATE       SIGNATURE   


